Escape from Terror
elections, they who had always striven for dissolution
and new elections at the time of the worst depression,
hoping to profit from the chaos? Did they know
they were on the decline?
Another campaign had to be fought. We lost some
700,000 votes to the Communists, but the most sensa-
tional fact of the election of November 65 1932, was
that the Nazis lost two million votes. So it was not
an irresistible rise that gave power to these prophets of
violence ! Economic conditions had begun, although
slowly, to improve.
Shortly before the elections, the Nazis used spec-
tacular tactics in their bid for labour votes. They
combined with the Communists in the leadership of a
strike on the Berlin city-owned transport system.
Although the workers' poll had not resulted in the
majority needed for a strike, a walk-out was enforced
by violent means. I assume the employers were not
deceived by the Nazi attitude. I know of an earlier
strike in which the metal workers apparently had
Nazi support, which didn't in the least alarm the
industrialists. A report which I received of a secret
meeting of the industrialists of Saxony showed that
the Nazi leader had explained to them : " Do not
misjudge our attitude. We Nazis intend to bring you
the workers and therefore must act in such a manner
as to win their confidence. Later you will have no
more trade unions, no more strikers. . . ."
Never was the standard of political morality so low in
Germany as when the so-called aristocrats (" Henen ")
headed the cabinet. As a consequence of intrigues,
the von Papen government was overthrown, and
General von Schleicher's cabinet was born. And the
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